


~ The L.O.M. JUNIOR T.T. at record speed ™~
The AUSTRALIAN T.T. 350 c.c.

The AUSTRIAN ALPINE 2-DAY TRIAL
(over 350 c.c. sports class)

The CIRCUIT de MARSEILLE 350 c.c.
The CIRCUIT de METTET 350 c.c.

The COTSWOLD SCRAMBLE 350 c.c.
The FRENCH GRAND PRIX 350 c.c.

The LAMBORELLE TRIAL Belgium

The NEW ZEALAND T.T. 350 c.c.

The NORTH WEST 200 350 c.c.

The SUNBEAM POINT-TO-POINT 350 c.c.
The SWEDISH GRAND PRIX 500 c.c.
The WEST of ENGLAND TRIAL
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- - - - comes the dust cart

HE J. Arthur Rank Organisation Limited has recently given itself a large pat on
the back in the advertisement columns of the daily newspapers. The theme of
their story is that they did a wonderfully good job in filming the coronation of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11, and distributing copies of the film in double quick time.

As each reel of film was exposed it was carried to the laboratories by a motor-
cycle despatch rider, where a staff of 1000 worked day and night to process 56,300
feet of film. Within 60 hours the film had been edited down to 7,717 feet, music
and commentary were added and the first colour print was ready, an accomplishment
which broke all records. Three days later the film had its world premiere in London
and within fourteen days “Was shown in every country of the world outside the
Iron Curtain.”

Altogether an exceedingly praisworthy effort. What a pity this organisation did
not take the same care with its advertisement. This occupied two columns, 11 in.
deep. There is a fair amount of art work in it, and art work is never cheap. At
the top is a waiting despatch rider and this is where The J. Arthur Rank Organisation
came a cropper. With all the might of its organisation and the fact that the motor-
cycle is a commonplace object on the roads—there are 1,000,000 of them—no one
in The J.A.R.O. apparently knows what a motorcycle looks like! Nor did they
attempt to find out. Apart from the structural inaccuracies, the wheels are out of
line. Before anybody leaps to their feet and suggest that it could have been a con-
tinental model, let them ponder the fact that this advertisement was in praise of the
British Commonwealth of Nations.
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THAT FABULOUS FOUR

N answer to Bill Jarman’s request
(December Bemsee) for details of the
pre-war A.J.S. four the following descrip-
tion is reprinted from ‘Britain’s Racing
Motor Cycles” (published by G. T. Foulis
& Co. Ltd.) plus some additional notes.

A was the appearance of a four-cylin-

der A.J.S. of 495 c.c. capacity (50 x
62 m.m.) priced at £89 and presented as
a super-sports machine to which a
supercharger could be attached if so
desired. The Company raced them in
blown form during the 1936 season but
without gaining much success

surprise of the 1935 Olympia show

Apart from the engine, and minor
frame modifications, the machine fol-
lowed standard A.J.S. practice. The en-
gine was not of entirely new conception
but based upon the racing singles, and
was the first of several multi-cylinder
designs that the Company were to pro-
duce during the next several years. It
was virtually two V-twin engines moun-
ted on a common crankcase, for the
light alloy barrels and heads, and the valve
gear, were individual to each cylinder,
and arranged in a double V-formation
with a 50-degree angle between the two
banks.

The overhead-camshafts were housed
in light-alloy boxes secured to the cylin-
der heads by four bolts, and driven by
a single chain contained in a V-shaped
casing lying between the pairs of cylin-
ders. The chain was driven off the half-
time pinion and kept taut by a Weller
tensioning device. At the top of the chain
case were two sprockets, one per pair of
cylinders, with their shafts supported on
bearings, and at the bottom an idling
sprocket to change the direction of the
chain. The sprocket shafts had sliding
jaw couplings into which the camshafts
fitted, one on either side of a sprocket.

The valves were fitted with exposed
hairpin springs and operated by Duralu-
min rockers mounted on eccentric spin-
dles to provide adjustment for the short
tappets interposed between valves and
rockers. There were two carburettors,
mounted on either side of the engine and
on short T-shaped induction pipes. The
combustion chambers were, of course,

hemispherical and, in the unsupercharged .

form, the compression ratio was 8 to 1
approximately.
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A hollow two-throw crankcase was
supported on five roller and ball bearings,
and one con-rod of each pair was forked
so as to provide a central thrust. A ver-
tical shaft, coupled by gearing to the
crankshaft, drove through bevel gears,
the oil pumps and two magnetos.

Two of these machines were ridden, in
unsupercharged form, in the Senior T.T.
of 1936, by George Rowley and Harold
Daniell, and both retired about half-
way through the race. The machines
were obviously not very speedy, certainly
not fast enough to win the Senior T.T.,
and obviously needed a fair amount of
development if they were to challenge
their rivals. It was not surprising, there-
fore, that they were withdrawn and made
no appearance in 1937.

After a year’s absence the “four” re-
appeared, the engine now installed in a
spring frame. The rear wheel was car-
ried in a pivoted sub-frame, the spring
boxes of which moved up and down the
rods. The front brake was a massive
affair with a magnesium alloy hub, a
deeply finned drum of 8 in. diameter
and 13 in. wide shoes.

The engine caused a great deal of
anxiety because of a tendency to over-
heat, and to overcome the trouble water-
cooling was introduced in 1939. The
machine was tremendously fast but was
at a disadvantage on a tricky course be-
cause the steering did not match the
speed, and it was not until the last classic
road race of this pre-war era was run,
the Ulster G.P., that those folk outside
the A.J.S. équipe realized just how fast
wag this supercharged four.

There was tremendous eXxcitement at
Clady on that hot August Saturday after-
noon when the late Walter Rusk aver-
aged exactly 100 m.p.h. on his third lap,
and it was equalled only by the acute
disappointment that followed some min-
utes later when the fork link broke and
Rusk turned back to the pits to retire.”

THE maximum speed of the machine
was never revealed, but from its
performance on the Clady circuit it is
likely that it was of the order of 130
m.p.h. There is also some doubt of the
true output. George Rowley, when
asked said he thought it was about 40-42
b.h.p., but Matt Wright, who was de-

(continued on next page)






MARSHAL’S MUSINGS

W. G. BILL JARMAN

WO letters reached me last month on
the subject of four cylinder engines
in the 500 c.c. class. - Both of the writers
challenged me to prove my statement
that the 500 four is better than the 500
single, so I am now preparing an article
to settle the argument. As I must get
some information from Italy by way of
confirmation, it may be a month or so
before you see it in print. At the time
of writing, I can tell you that at cqual gas
speeds the four is one-and-a-half times
better, and the maximum b.h.p. is greatly
in excess of the one lung job.

ANY members asked why the
B.M.C.R.C. avoids Bank Holidays.

A glance at the 1955 Competition Calen-
dar will explain itself. These dates are
cluttered up with all kinds of competition
events throughout the country, and are not
confined only to motor sport. Further-
more, a wet public holiday is about the
most miserable kind of vacation imagin-
able. Your committee members are a
pretty shrewd bunch of men who do not
like the idea of taking silly risks, and
rightly avoid days when there are so many

counter-attractions.
A long letter from a member in the Mid-
lands tells me that as he gets older,
he gets slower, and must now continue
as an inside marshal. That’s the spirit,
gentlemen, because we cannot run a Club
like this without first class chaps on the
administration. A racing member turned
marshal is a very valuable type of man,
and, as you all know, there are quite a
few in this category, but many more are
needed—so keep on trying, won’t you?
There’s a lot of mental satisfaction to be
had by helping in this way. Try it!

AS I write, the news has come in that
“the Duke”—Geoff. Duke—has left
London Airport for Australia. I do not
know if he has taken “Gilly” along but
if so, he will find it even more difficult
to use the B.H.P. Many of my relations
are in Australia, and they say that speed-
way tactics are regularly used in some of
the racing. Perhaps Fergus Anderson
and K.K. gave Geoff. a very good briefing
before he went. Anyway, he will be sure
of a great welcome from the lads down
under.

OUR Senior Flag Marshal, L. E. Baker
really went to town with his cards
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last Chritsmas. They consisted of seve-
ral snaps of members in action, and
reminded me of our toast to “Bemsee”
at noon on Christmas Day.  Thanks,
“L. E.”, and the photos are booked for
the album, so that when the beard turns
white we shall have something to gloat
over, Photography is a nice second hobby
if there is enough cash in hand.

RAY Amm on four pots should provide
a sound symphony during 1955,
especially if Geoff’s “Gilly” is nearby.
The place to hear this music will be
Silverstone on a dry day without much
wind. If only we had a four to join in
the chorus. However, the singles and
twing will provide an orchestra of fifty,
and this will be worth seeing as well as
hearing. Come on J.AP., press on with
that four o.h.c. job of yours.

THE Editor must be pleased to receive
new contributions from members
besides the old die-hards. Remember
this magazine is your medium through
which you can express opinions, even
when the subject is likely to cause con-
troversy. This great club of our contains
any amount of talent, and this journal
is a very valuable feature of membership.
If you have any bright ideas, why not try
your hand at scribbling? Don’t worry
about grammar and spelling, because this
can easily be edited. If your ideas are
humourous, so much the better, because
we do not want our book to be one hun-
dred per cent serious.

MAYBE you can emulate Noel Pope
and provide a good sketch or even,
perchance, a cartoon. There is also room
for the odd caricature of the numerous
members who sport beards. Just think
what might happen if Giles or Tom Web-
ster joined the B.M.C.R.C. What a rush
there would be each month to see who had
been done!

MAY I conclude by asking you to make
a real effort to be at the R.A.C. for
the A.G.M. on the 25th February. Make
it a re-union and let your hair down after
the meeting. We want the young mem-
bers to know that all work and no play
could make “Bemsee” a dull club, and
that is the last thing we want. After the
meeting we adjourn to the “Crimson
Beast” next door to St. Jame’s Theatre.



... PIONEER OF ALL

THAT I EST IN MODERN

MOTORC%ESIGN

TRIUMPH ENGINEERING GO. LTD., MERIDEN WORKS, ALLESLEY, COVENTRY, ENGLAND



for racing,
trials, scrambles,
or just touring

DIRECT ACTION motor cycle DAMPERS

——%/ Cu?* Aboesod

GIRLING LIMITED
KINGS ROAD * TYSELEY *BIRMINGHAM +11
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AREA NEWS

CHESHIRE
G. E. Tottey
2, Rocky Lane South, Heswall, Wirral.
Phone: Heswall 300.

ANY thanks for all the seasonable

greetings to the “Cell” in general,
and myself in particular, from Barry and
many others.

Sid More made and sent me a gavel
for calling order at our meetings. He
worries to hear me banging a pint pot,
and fears for its survival and hates good
beer being wasted. He could not get
along to the Hot Pot, being snowed in,
as is frequently the case in the winter in
his mountain fortress. And I can con-
firm it to, having forcibly tried to get
there on my way back from the Smith-
field Show, via Cliff Lewis at Hereford.
I failed by 300 yards. Never again, I'm
no Alpine enthusiast.

Had a long letter from Jack and Dolores
Steebles in California. Many of us met
them in the LO.M. this year, at T.T.
time, and they subsequently saw many
of the classic events during an extended
tour of Europe. He took back with him
a Triumph T 110, which he is riding in
events over there.

Rod Coleman and his wife must have
had an interesting journey home. Jack
tells me they called at his home in North
Hollywood on their way back to New
Zealand.

Also, many thanks to the Steebles’,
who have arranged for the American
Motor cycle publication “Cycle” to be
posted to me. It will be interesting to be
able to see the trend of events in their
motor cycling competitions.

Incidentally, our Post Office deliveries
seem inexplicable. His letter was posted
at 2 p.m. (local time) or 10 p.m. G.M.T.
on December 16th, and arrived by the
same delivery as a letter from Bob Walker
on the 17th

Two of our members, Ted Lambert
and Norman Milligan, are driving in the
Monte Carlo Rally, and have got a
“Bemsee” car badge and are wearing
“Bemsee” blazer badges. So for the first
time (at least I think so), Bemsee colours
will be carried in that event. They are also
making a film of the run, which should
be very interesting. Good luck to them.
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Their last minute preparations prevented
them getting to our Hot Pot.

John Wallis has been home again from
Australia, and once again he missed
our meeting, as he had to sail 3 days
before. However, he brought a beauti-
ful gift to be raffled at the Hot Pot to
help raise some money for our own
punchy local expenses.

Our Hot Pot and Dance took place on
Wednesday, January 12th, but the wea-
ther was very unkind and the snow and
icebound roads and bitterly cold weather
prevented a few coming. However, our
guest of honour, Edna Graham, bravely
came a long distance to be with us, and
she received a great welcome. It was
fine to have her with us, and she helped
in many ways to make the night a suc-
cess.

91 sat down to an excellent meal, and
a few friends came later who had been
on late turns of duty, etc., to join in the
dancing, bringing our muster to 98, which
I think was most satisfactory under the
circumstances.

The writer had to say a few words, and
the following items were noted from his
resume of the “cell’s” history:

It was exacty 2 years from the forma-
tion (January 13th, 1953) to the night of
the Hot Pot, and the original 25 had
grown to 53 in January, 1954, and is now
78. This allows for resignations, odd
immigration and emigration, and is the
nett number remaining.

We have already made a start to in-
crease our number during 1955, as Des
Wright has now joined us.

Thanks were expressed to Keith Wilson
and his wife for their efforts in getting
gifts for the raffle, arranging the draw,
and assisting in many ways, and to those
who helped to sell tickets.

The following gave things for the raf-
fle, for which we are very grateful:

John Wallis, Arthur Pratt, Victor
Horsman Ltd. (via Bill Irwin), Len
Cramp, Bill Webster, Glyn Davies and

(continued on next page)









‘REV COUNTER’ REPORTS

D. R. Drew our representative in Wes-
tern Australia, has now recovered from
the effects of a crash while participating
in a road race, and’is now preparing to
re-organise his ‘cell’ in Fremantle and in-
troduce more Aussies to Bemsee. Judging
from the general trend of news, it appears
that Geoff Duke’s tour is going to be
more than popular, and will be one of
the greatest of events for the Australian
motor-minded public.

Les Hordley will continue to ride the 250
Triumph-J.A.P., which he tried out at
Alton Towers last September, in suitable
events next season, in addition to regular
appearances on the 500 “Camel”. The
Triumph, by the way, boasts a wheelbase
of no less than 57% ins.

Bob Newman has now departed for a
period of service with his Unit in Ger-
many, and is little grieved that there is
no motor cycle club in his locality. He
thinks the 30 c.c. N.S.U. “Quickly” has
possibilities from the racing angle, and
was very impressed after a ride on a stan-
dard 250 o.h.c. of the same make, the
acceleration being comparable with that
of many five hundreds.
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Jim Sheldon. All will be sorry to hear
that this famous recorder of vintage
machinery is again experiencing trouble
as a result of a wound received during
the war, and is at present back home in
his native Aberdeen. It is interesting to
recall that he was recently awarded the
James Allday Cup for his contribution
to veteran car journalism during 1954.

Maurice Brierley writes to say he is an-
ticipating that he will have his “new” leg
fitted by the end of January and is look-
irg forward to getting the 7 R ready for
next season.

W. N. Fitzsimons has finished his period
of National Service, and is now looking
forward to resuming normal civilian life.
He wisheg all members a successful rac-
ing season.

Maurice Cann started racing on grass
tracks in 1927 and entered his first road
race the following year, and this, accord-
ing to my reckoning makes 1955 his 27th
year in racing, excluding, of course, the
war years. Can anybody beat this record?

¥
JUMP TO IT

DID YOU KNOW that 95% of our
members have not paid their sub-
scription for 1955, which fell due on
January 1st? This is a disgustingly high
proportion of which you are, of course,
thoroughly ashamed.

Many of you have hibernated for the
winter months and won’t be re-awaken-
ing until the spring when racing re-starts,
but the Club cannot hibernate. All
sthrough the winter months Bob Walker
is wrestling with worries left over from
‘the previous season and making plans
that beget more worries in the coming
season. Amongst these worries are
financial ones, and prompt payment of
subscriptions will help to alleviate them.
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At the moment you 95% are getting
something for nothing, a fact which will
abhor you. You can however, salve
your consciences by sending yiur two
guineas immediately to the secretary.

Last year we had to write a rude edit-
orial comment to draw your attention to
this matter. We don’t like doing this
because Bemsee is read by non-members
and it can only be bad propaganda for
us when they learn that you have to be
bludgeoned into doing your duty.

Of course you all mean to pay your
subscription, sometime or other, but to-
morrow will do. But it wont do, we want
your subscriptions NOW.




PIKES PEAK

MAJOR W. R. THOMPSON

ONE of the high-lights of American
road racing nearly forty years ago
was a hill climb in the Colorado moun-
tains up ‘“Pikes Peak”. Until 1954 there
had not been a Pikes Peak race since
1916. The Peak itself is 14,106 feet above
sea level and the road winds through 146
bends and corners for 121 miles. After
a great deal of talk, the revival of this
famous race took place on September 6th
of last year and was a combined car and
motorcycling event.

The cars were sent off first, and they
went singly at five-minute intervals, but
the motorcycle race was a much more
thrilling race by reason of the fact that
there was a massed start of nineteen
riders, in four rows of four riders and one
short row. Positions were allocated by
trials held on the previous Friday, the
fastest men at the front.

The result was a resounding victory for
Harley Davidson machines, which fin-
ished Ist, 2nd and 6th. A Triumph was
4th, and a Velocette 5th. The winner,

Billy Meier of San Francisco, who was in
the fourth row, covered the distance in
15 mins., 34.2 secs, and took the lead in
the last mile from Harley Davidson rider
Billy McConnell Junior of Denver. Mc-
Connell had made fastest time in the trials
and was in the front row at the start, and
until Meier passed him had led the race
from the time the flag fell.

The motorcyclist had a tough ride, for
in additional to the inumerable hairpin
bends and corners, the cars had badly cut
up the surface.

Prize money was good. The winner
received 350 dollars (about £120), second
man 250, third 150, fourth 125, fifth 100,
sixth 75, seventh 50, eighth 25, ninth 25,
and tenth 15. In addition there were
further prizes offered by the Socony-
Vacume Oil Company with 75 dollars to
the winner,

Meier won by 12 secs. and his time was
nearly a minute slower than the winning
car.

' Where
= To COme

For 1955 models

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

However far you may come, your visit to

George Bryant’s showrooms will be worth

while.

The T.T. Dealer entrant offers his personal

advice and attention for the immediate
delivery of 1955
models. You'll
be certain of a
friendly welcome
and a satisfactory
deal.

Sfaa'aéftﬂ i
PART EXCHANGE
HIRE PURCHASE

25.27 & 72 - 74 SHORTMEAD STREET
Biggleswade, Beds. Telephone: Biggleswade 3108
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MOTOR CYCLISTS!

FIT THE TYRES WITH THE

Tested, proved and praised by motorists
everywhere, Dunlop tyres with the Gold
Seal are now available to motor cyclists!
With stronger and more flexible casings
for extra life and riding comfort, specially
reinforced tread rubber to give miles more
miles and rubber liners to guard against
casing damage, the tyres with the Gold
Seal—Dunlop Fort, Universal and Ribbed
—are indeed the finest for everyday riding.

‘DUNLOP

FIRST GHOIGE OF THE EXPERIENCED RIDER
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THE EDITOR’S CORRESPONDENCE

feel T must write and remonstrate with

you, concerning your editorial, “The
Shame of It”, January, 1955.

Firstly, I do not think I need mention
that T have nothing whatever to do with
the Press and, furthermore, I agree that
we, as motor cyclists, do not get as much
publicity as we deserve, but the matter
dees not end there, 1 think we should get
our own house in order first, and let us
co-operate a little more, and educate the
Press man to our way of thinking. You
must remember that we enjoy our motor
cycle events, but the Press man has to go
because it is his livelihood, and to stand
around an aerodrome circuit all day, in
our inclement climate, is not exactly a
picnic, especially if you do not know what
i3 going on. We all know the riders and
everything about the job, but they, un-
fortunately, are a trifle ignorant. The
same with television. Whilst there were
were thousands of viewers who knew
exactly the form, there were a million
others who had not the slightest idea.

At this point, I should like to say I was
not impressed by the remarks about the
Press, which were passed at our Annual
Dinner. 1 thought they were ill-timed
and in bad taste.

In conclusion, Mr. Editor, you fall into
the pit of the ignorant yourself. I quote,
“Not as members of repeatedly defeated
cricket, football and athletic teams”.
With Mr. Hutton in Australia, there are
a good crowd of characters who are pre-
pared to take no notice at all of various
comments, including Tyson, Statham, May
and Cowdrey. Also, there is a football
team called Wolverhampton Wanderers,
and your slur on the athletics, after men-

tioning two names, prevents me from
making any comment.

Come now, Sir, let us not be childish,
but make our New Year’s Resolution to
help the Press to give us better and more
accurate reports.

Hatton. A. Squillario.

YOUR correspondent Mr. D. Johnson,

(December Bemsee) seems to have
missed the point that the “man in the
street” is perfectly free to ride his

machine to work on alcohol fuel. I have
done so myself.

As for his “carbon dioxide” theory, I
can but assume that it is intended to be
amusing. It is certainly laughable.
Since Mr. Johnson asks to be corrected,
I suggest he learns the difference between
the temperature and the latent heat of
a substance, particularly when he sug-
gests adding to the fuel one of the end-
products of the complete oxidation of
that fuel.

However, I am sure that nobody who
wishes to see fuel restrictions removed
has any objection to Mr. Johnson using
petrol for racing, and adding anything
he likes to it. All I ask is the freedom
to use any fuel I wish for my machinery
and for all others, including Mr. Johnson,
to enjoy the same freedom.

Finally, T am still waiting for a reply to
Mr. L. W. E. Hartley’s challenge; that
is, give one reason for fuel restriction
that is not based on prejudice, financial
interest, or ignorance. I don’t believe
there is one.

Southampton. F. D. Booth.

Please Adopt the Baby (continued).

in even smaller sizes, so why not now?
It has been patent for many years that
development has yielded much more in
the smaller size field than in the larger—
just look at the improvement in the 125
and 250 classes compared to the 350 and
500—so by the same token, the “sub-
miniature” classes should open up vistas

29

that cannot be gauged for their finality.

With so much promise already knock-
ing at the door of a sport that lately
seems to have started to bog down some-
what with safety factors and politics, why
not throw the door open wide and adopt
the baby on the door step?






MOTORCYCLE RACING
IN THE MIDLANDS

Silverstone Saturday
April 23rd

SOLO AND SIDECAR RACES
125 — 250 — 350 — 500 — 1000
and
CHAMPIONSHIP RACES

IN THE NORTH

Oulton Park
May 27th

ORGANISED BY BEMSEE
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THE MOTOR CYCLE SPECIALIST and
EVERYTHING FOR THE MOTOR CYCLIST

ANGUS MOTOR CYCLES

A. S. HERBERT, M.LM.I.

SERVICE STATION PARADE PART
ACCESSORIES pi o ccuENOAKS 3338 EXCHANGED

REPAIRS H.P. TERMS
INSURANCE KENT USED MACHINES

Main Agent and Spares Stockist for all the Leading Makes

ANGUS HERBERT offers all enthusiasts expert advice based
on his 25 years experience of Racing and Competitions

Fully equipped workshops able to undertake all classes of repairs and to prepare
machines for any event.

ARCHERS

Offer a complete service for the motor cyclist
built on years of real practical experience

THE VELO’ FELO'S

Ariel - Matchless - Triur;lph - Norton - Panther - Velocette
CAN WE HELP YOU?
ARCHERS THE RIDER AGENTS

VICTORIA ROAD, ALDERSHOT
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Phone 323
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OF HARROW

New machines — Main Agents for all
Leading Makes.

Large stocks of first-class used machines,
Three Months Full Guarantee.
Accessories, Spares, Clothing, large
stocks at the keenest prices.

MOTORCYCLES WANTED
REALLY GOOD PRICES PAID FOR MACHINES
IN REALLY GOOD CONDITION

STATION ROAD, HARROW, MIDDX.
Tel.: HAR 0044/5 Spares & Acc.: HAR 3328

The COMPLETE
Motorcycle Service
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H. L. DANIELL

1938, 1947 and 1949 Seanior T.T. Winzer)
The Motor Cycle Specialists
MAIN DISTRIBUTORS FOR NORTON

[ ]
Official Norton Spares Stockists
Accessories
Machines supplied for
Touring, Trials and Racing

Agents for—
Norton, A.J.S., Excelsior, Triumph, Velocette

65 DARTMOUTH ROAD

FOREST HILL, S.E.23
Telephone: FOREST HILL 5895

SUBSCRIPTIONS
for 1955

are now overdue

Please send £2-2-0
immediately to the Secretary
34 Paradise Road
Richmond Surrey







